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604 W. WASHINGTON STREET, SANDUSKY, OH 44870
(419) 625-6421 ERIECOUNTYCHAMBER.COM

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
2020 IN REVIEW AND WHERE WE ARE HEADED
The old phrase “we have always done it that way” can officially be retired! Everything that we
had always done literally came to a screeching halt and we were forced to adapt to the new
normal and make dramatic changes. Change is good right?
With all that said a new year is upon us and we are optimistic about the future. Even though
we may want to we must never look in the rear view mirror, it is way too scary! LOL Lets be
realistic, things will never go back to “normal” and in many ways that’s a good thing. This
pandemic has forced us to think outside the box and is our opportunity for a new start and a
brighter future.
The Erie County Chamber feels your pain and understands your challenges as we have faced
many of our own this past year. For starters I deplore technology and much prefer the human
touch and face to face conversation and networking which is kind of a cornerstone of all
Chambers. And we will get back to that and slowly working toward that goal with responsibly
smaller gatherings adhering to all CDC and Health Department guidelines. But in the
meantime we are planning some new and exciting things for the this coming year utilizing
technology and social media.

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS:
First-Time Supervisor:
Preparing for High-Performance
Leadership
When: Tues., December 1
Time: 9:00am - 12:00pm
Where: Erie County Chamber of
Commerce
Click here to learn more

This is not over yet and we still have a lot to figure out but there is a bright light on the horizon
and we must not lose sight of that. If anything this has taught us that we must take care of
each other and be nice to one another. The Chamber of Commerce I have always said is like
a big family…. and if you have noticed pretty much all of our social media post have ended
with #ErieCountyChamberFamily and there is a reason for that…..Family always takes care of
one another! It is time to get back to the basics, if you have a choice to purchase goods or
services from an online source or a local family business or retailer located right here in Erie
County, the choice is clear. Let's do this Erie County!
In closing a Erie County Chamber membership is one of the best things you can purchase for
your business, membership rates start at just $297.00 a year and when you consider all the
opportunities and savings that opens up for you it is clear that this is an investment that you
can’t afford not to explore! Remember we are always here for you and don’t ever hesitate to
call…. We are in this together!
Sincerely,

Pamela Smith-Droll, CEO
Erie County Chamber of Commerce
604 W. Washington Street, Sandusky, Ohio 44870
Office: 419-625-6421 Email: pamelas@eriecountychamber.com

Looking for Member Events?
Click here.
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HOW TO SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES DURING A
PANDEMIC HOLIDAY SEASON
This year has been especially rough on small businesses. This holiday season, small
companies need your support to make it through these uncertain times. Here are BBB’s tips on
how everyone can show small businesses some love.

By temporarily closing their doors, limiting capacity, or scaling back services, small businesses
are helping to keep their customers and employees healthy. But the loss of income makes it
tough to cover on-going expenses like rent and salaries. These tips may help your favorite
businesses have the cash they need to make it through these lean times.

Practical Ways to Support Small Business:
Buy a gift card for later: Many small businesses that have had to close or reduce services
are offering gift certificates at discounted rates for when they open back up. Look on
business’s websites and social accounts.
Shop (local) online: Local shops and vendors may have closed their (physical) doors, but
many still run online shops. Look for them on social media or check the business's website
for links to their online marketplace.
Look for virtual classes: People who work in training or professional development –
anyone from your personal trainer to the person teaching your office’s public speaking
workshop - are finding creative ways to move their instruction online. Even though your
local gym is closed, your favorite yoga teacher may be hosting a live class online. Same
goes for people who offer professional trainings. Now may be a good time to brush up on
your skills through an online course.
Get take-out or delivery: Many restaurants and breweries are now offering takeout with
reduced or absent dine-in experiences. Support these local institutions by getting your food
or drinks to-go and enjoying it at home. Local food trucks are another way to show support.

“THE MOST DANGEROUS
POISON IS THE FEELING OF
ACHIEVEMENT. THE
ANTIDOTE IS TO EVERY

Skip the refund and take a rain check: If you paid in advance for an event, such as
theater or concert tickets, a class, or a service, consider taking a credit for the future
instead of asking for a refund. These businesses will appreciate not needing to issue so
many refunds right now.

If your own wallet is feeling the pinch, here are some free ways to support small businesses.

EVENING THINK WHAT CAN
BE DONE BETTER
TOMORROW."
– INGVAR KAMPRAD, IKEA
FOUNDER

Write an online review: This is a good time to finally get around to reviewing your favorite
local business. These five-star reviews do help companies rank well in search engines and
on other listing services, This is an easy, free way to show your favorite small businesses
that you support them. Write a review on BBB.org now.
Like and share on social: Help your favorite business reach a broader audience by liking
and sharing their information on social media. This will help them reach future customers
and gain more exposure.
Tell your businesses that you appreciate their work: These are tough times! Keep moral
up by reaching out to the businesses in your community and letting them know that you
appreciate their hard work.

For More Information
Go to BBB.org/holiday-tips for more details as well as information from BBB on how to shop
safe this holiday season.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT:
Located
in
Sandusky,
Ohio,
1826
Photographic
is
your
full-service
photography solution. From the dress to the
cake, the rings to the kiss, we believe that
each moment of your wedding is just as beautiful and important as
the next. Couples spend months planning for their special day and
unfortunately, it flies by in the blink of an eye. Which is why we
believe it is extra important for the memories of that day to last a
lifetime. Your photos will be perfect reminders of the most beautiful
and special day of your life.

“THE SECRET OF
LEADERSHIP IS SIMPLE:
DO WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN.
PAINT A PICTURE OF THE
FUTURE. GO THERE.
PEOPLE WILL FOLLOW."
– SETH GODIN

For more information, contact 1826 Photographic at:
Online: www.1826photographic.com
Facebook.com/1826-Photographic-226584100700330/
By Email: info@1826photographic.com
Phone: (419) 656-3412
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT:
Our fertile Great Lakes soil has made
northwest Ohio a leading agricultural center
for hundreds of years. Chris and Matilda
Toft’s dairy cows grazing on lush pastures in Erie County gave
enough milk for the family plus some to sell. The husband and wife
team drove their horse-drawn Toft’s milk wagon through the streets
of Sandusky selling milk by the dipper. That was 1900. Today, the
cows that give the milk that goes to Toft Dairy still graze that rich
pastureland Chris and Matilda’s herds did over 100 years ago.

“FEARLESSNESS IS LIKE A
MUSCLE. I KNOW FROM MY
OWN LIFE THAT THE MORE
I EXERCISE IT THE MORE
NATURAL IT BECOMES TO
NOT LET MY FEARS RUN
ME."
– ARIANNA HUFFINGTON

For more info, contact Toft Dairy & Ice Cream Parlor at:
In-Person: 3717 Venice Road, Sandusky, OH
Online: www.toftdairy.com
Facebook: Facebook.com/toftdairy
Phone: (419) 625-5490
Email: info@toftdairy.com
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT:
Barnes Nursery Inc. is a fantastic, family-owned,
company that offers a comprehensive range of horticultural
services."When Harold A. Barnes and his wife, Jeanne, planted
their first crop of 11,000 rose bushes in 1950, little did they realize
they were sowing the seeds of a horticulture dynasty that has
grown to become Barnes Nursery, one of Ohio’s largest diversified
green industry organizations."
With 70 years of growing experience, we are one of Northern
Ohio's leading Nurseries and Landscape Design-Build companies.
From designing and installing landscapes to assisting the do-ityourselfers, we do it all.
In 1950, Harold and Jeanne Barnes established a small rose
growing business in Huron Township and called it Barnes Roses.
During 1962 was the peak of the rose growing days at Barnes
Roses. Harold, Jeanne and son, Bob, planted 150,000 rose bushes
that year. The average price of a rose bush was $3.50. As the U.S.
transportation routes improved, it became increasingly difficult to
compete with California rose growers. In 1966, the family decided
to quit growing roses and turn the rose fields to shade and
ornamental trees. Barnes Nursery was born.
“TWENTY YEARS FROM
NOW YOU WILL BE MORE
DISAPPOINTED BY THE
THINGS THAT YOU DIDN’T
DO THAN BY THE ONES
YOU DID DO, SO THROW
OFF THE BOWLINES, SAIL
AWAY FROM SAFE
HARBOR, CATCH THE
TRADE WINDS IN YOUR

For more info, contact Barnes Nursery at:

SAILS. EXPLORE, DREAM,

In-Person: 3511 Cleveland Road W., Huron, OH 44839

DISCOVER."

Online: www.barnesnursery.com

– MARK TWAIN

Facebook: Facebook.com/barnesnursery/
Phone: (419) 433-5525
Email: info@barnesnursery.com
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT:
Continuing Healthcare of Milan is committed to the total well-being of
each resident. Our compassionate and dedicated staff ensures that our
residents receive the highest quality of care in a warm, friendly
environment.
Continuing Healthcare of Milan Amenities
Restaurant style dining and snacks daily
Salon and Barber services available
Complimentary WiFi and cable
Diverse life enrichment programming
Daily housekeeping and laundry services

“THE GOLDEN RULE FOR
EVERY BUSINESS MAN IS
THIS: PUT YOURSELF IN
YOUR CUSTOMER’S
PLACE."
– ORISON SWETT MARDEN

Rehabilitation & Therapy Services
Each resident has specific challenges with which to cope following their
rehabilitation stay. Continuing Healthcare of Milan meets these
challenges through individualized care plans that include physical,
occupational and speech therapy programs designed to help residents
achieve their highest possible levels of independence and quality of life.
Post orthopedic surgeries
Joint replacement therapy
Stroke protocols
Post cardiac care
Neurological disorders
Loss of mobility or balance
Outpatient therapy
Skilled Nursing
Our nurses are trained in caring for all skilled needs including tube
feeding, specialized wound care, IV therapy and medication
management.
IV therapy including antibiotics
CHF and pulmonary care protocols
Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN)
Wound Care and Wound Vac Management
Trach/Bi-Pap/CPAP Management
Pain Management
For more info, contact Continuing Healthcare of Milan at:
In-Person: 185 S. Main Street, Milan, OH 44846
Online: www.continuinghc.com
Facebook: Facebook.com/continuinghcmilan/
Phone: (419) 499-2576
Email: website@continuinghc.com
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
STARTING IN JANUARY 2021
We will officially start our Business After
Hours in January 2021.
We will have 12 Business After Hours
scheduled once a month on Tuesdays
from 5pm-7pm. Any of our Chamber
Members can Sponsor. This will be a
First Come basis to lock in your
Business After Hours Event.
You will be able to be creative with a
theme that would showcase your
business. As a Sponsor for each
Business After Hours your Business
would provide the food and drinks for the
event!

SCHEDULE YOUR
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
TODAY!
CONTACT PAMELA AT
PAMELAS@ERIECOUNTYCHAMBER.COM
OR CALL HER DIRECTLY
AT (419) 625-6421

“SUCCESS IS OFTEN
ACHIEVED BY THOSE WHO
DON’T KNOW THAT
FAILURE IS INEVITABLE.”
– COCO CHANEL
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Shop Small & Support Local

ERIE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBER BENEFITS
There are dozens of membership
benefits for Erie County Chamber of
Commerce. Check out the perks by
clicking the link below and discover
how we can help you and your
business grow.

Click Here To View The Flyer

Want to prompt your business all
year long with a block ad?
Contact Pamela at PamelaS@eriecountychamber.com.
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