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Thanks to so many of you who have already welcomed me to my new role as
Interim Executive Director for the Erie County Chamber of Commerce. My first few
weeks have been spent mostly trying to meet members and economic
development professionals in the region and I am even more convinced than ever,
that properly structured and resourced, this region in and around Sandusky has
the potential to become an even more dynamic economy and destination. I believe
the passion in both the private and public sector folks that I have met is definitely
an asset and a foundation for new approaches to our challenges and
opportunities. A link to my previous career and experience can be found by
clicking here.
 
My core goal as I have discussed with our Board of Directors is to make the
Chamber “the go to” place for businesses of all sizes as they seek out solutions to
their own growth curves and aspirations. We need to be partners and provide
input to our local and state government officials as to what policies in our region
can best provide the environment for growth in hospitality, services,
manufacturing, and other industry sectors where we have strengths.   But at the
same time, we need to forge a three-year strategy with many partners that will be
a clear roadmap for the economic development infrastructure to realize more
impact from the dollars we have to invest in key areas like workforce availability,
infrastructure and our amazing lakefront.  
 
Business leaders must be the key ingredient to economic policy since its all of you
who are actually creating jobs and experiencing the marketplace every day while
so many other partners have many other issues on their plates.  Advocating for
aggressive new public policies can also help to address common issues that many
of your face together. Please reach out to me at the chamber with your thoughts
and ideas about Sandusky’s future and how the chamber can help you. I am
particularly interested in the demand and supply issues for talent and your
thoughts on short- and long-term ways to address the many shortages in the labor
market at this time.  

Please reach out…the chamber number is 419-625-6421 and my direct email is
jroman@eriecountychamber.com. I look forward to meeting many more of you this
summer and fall.
 
Signed, Joe

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS:
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 
AT 1826 PHOTOGRAPHIC
When: Thurs., August 12
Time:   5pm to 7pm
Where: 1826 Photographic
3406 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, OH
Click here to learn more

2021 CHAMBER GOLF CLASSIC
When: Mon., August 16
Time:   8:30am to 3pm
Where: Plumb Brook Country Club
3712 Galloway Rd., Sandusky, OH
Click here to learn more

J o e  R o m a n
I n t e r i m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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Funds Doubled for 
Small Business Grant Programs

 County Set-Asides End July 31, 2021
 

(COLUMBUS) — Ohio Governor Mike DeWine today reminded Ohio
business owners that grants are available through the Ohio
Department of Development (Development) to help small and medium-
sized businesses recover from the impact of the coronavirus
pandemic.

A total of $310 million is being offered across four grant programs to
help new businesses that opened in 2020, food and beverage
establishments, entertainment venues, and lodging venues. To ensure
the grants are spread throughout the state, each program has a set-
aside amount of funding for each of Ohio's 88 counties. If businesses
in a county do not deplete the county’s allocation by July 31, the
remaining funds will become available to businesses statewide.

"I strongly encourage Ohio's small and medium-sized business owners
to apply for these grants," said Governor DeWine. "Funding is set
aside for businesses in all of Ohio's 88 counties and grants range from
$10,000 to $30,000 apiece. As we continue our recovery from the
pandemic, we want to give our local businesses this money to help
them successfully move forward." 

When Governor DeWine announced the launch of these grant
programs in June, the grant fund totaled $155 million with money made
available by the Ohio General Assembly through Senate Bill 108 and
Senate Bill 109. On July 1, the fund doubled to $310 million when the
new fiscal year budget was approved by the Ohio General Assembly
and signed by Governor DeWine. 

All four programs are administered by Development. Program
guidelines, terms and conditions, and required documentation for all
four programs are available at BusinessHelp.Ohio.Gov. Applications
opened June 29 and will remain open until funds are exhausted.

Ohio Small Business Development Centers and Ohio Minority
Business Assistance Centers are staffed with advisors who can help
businesses with the application process. 

“THE ONLY STRATEGY THAT
IS GUARANTEED TO FAIL IS
NOT TAKING RISKS.” 
— MARK ZUCKERBERG
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SEE GRANTS AVAILABLE ON NEXT PAGE

https://businesshelp.ohio.gov/
https://www.development.ohio.gov/bs/bs_mbac.htm


“GROWTH IS NEVER BY
MERE CHANCE; IT IS THE
RESULT OF FORCES
WORKING TOGETHER.” 
— JAMES CASH PENNEY
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Food & Beverage Establishment Grant - $200
million
This program provides grants of $10,000, $20,000, or $30,000 to
restaurants, bars, coffee shops, and other food and drinking businesses.
The amount of individual grants to eligible businesses is determined by
the business’ loss of revenue in 2020.

To ensure the grants are spread throughout the state, $500,000 is set
aside for businesses in each of Ohio’s 88 counties. As businesses in
each county are approved for funding, the grants will be awarded on a
first-come, first-served basis. When a county’s allocation is depleted,
businesses in that county will be eligible to receive grants from the
remaining funds in the overall grant program. If businesses in a county
don’t deplete the county’s allocation by July 31, the remaining funds will
become available to businesses statewide.

Entertainment Venue Grant - $40 million
This program provides grants of $10,000, $20,000, or $30,000 theaters,
music venues, spectator sports venues, museums, and other
entertainment venues. The amount of individual grants to eligible
businesses will be determined by the business’ loss of revenue in 2020.

To ensure the grants are spread throughout the state, $150,000 will be
set aside for businesses in each of Ohio’s 88 counties. As businesses in
each county are approved for funding, the grants will be awarded on a
first-come, first-served basis. When a county’s allocation is depleted,
businesses in that county will be eligible to receive grants from the
remaining funds in the overall grant program. If businesses in a county
don’t deplete the county’s allocation by July 31, the remaining funds will
become available to businesses statewide.

New Small Business Grant - $20 million
This program provides grants of $10,000 to small businesses that were
established between Jan. 1, 2020, and Dec. 31, 2020.
To ensure the grants are spread throughout the state, $100,000 will be
set aside for businesses in each of Ohio’s 88 counties. As businesses in
each county are approved for funding, the $10,000 grants will be
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. When a county’s allocation
is depleted, businesses in that county will be eligible to receive grants
from the remaining funds in the overall grant program. If businesses in a
county don’t deplete the county’s allocation by July 31, the remaining
funds will become available to businesses statewide.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MTYuNDMzMDgzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjEvMDYvMjQvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xODYzMTIzL2Zvb2QtYmV2ZXJhZ2UtZXN0YWJsaXNobWVudC1ncmFudC0wNjIzMjAyMS5wZGYifQ.IFVxmqBQQmu3RERHygvBUEJzJBzpWKx0-oE9-xdWlWg/s/953903636/br/109442773513-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MTYuNDMzMDgzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjEvMDYvMjQvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xODYzMTIzL2Zvb2QtYmV2ZXJhZ2UtZXN0YWJsaXNobWVudC1ncmFudC0wNjIzMjAyMS5wZGYifQ.IFVxmqBQQmu3RERHygvBUEJzJBzpWKx0-oE9-xdWlWg/s/953903636/br/109442773513-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MTYuNDMzMDgzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjEvMDYvMjQvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xODYzMTIzL2Zvb2QtYmV2ZXJhZ2UtZXN0YWJsaXNobWVudC1ncmFudC0wNjIzMjAyMS5wZGYifQ.IFVxmqBQQmu3RERHygvBUEJzJBzpWKx0-oE9-xdWlWg/s/953903636/br/109442773513-l
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Nominate the Best Ethical Businesses!

Winning a BBB Torch Award is a wonderful accomplishment. The small and
large companies and nonprofits who have won in the past tell us that they are
thrilled to receive recognition for their commitment to high ethical standards.
Some nominated themselves, which we encourage.

Deadline for nominations is July 30th! This year's Torch Event is
September 22. If you have been treated really well by a company or supplier,
take a moment and nominate them for this sensational honor. They will be
thrilled at your thoughtfulness. And if your company/medical practice/legal
firm follows the highest ethical standards with your customers or patients or
clients, why not nominate your own company?

BBB Torch Awards Luncheon Event:
Thursday, September 22, 11:45am, Hilton Garden Inn, Levis Commons,
Perrysburg, Ohio 

For more information about the Torch Awards, contact Diana 
at BBB Foundation for Ethics 419-720-7173
FAX 419-578-6001
E-MAIL to the BBB at diana@toledobbb.org

TIME FOR THE TORCH AWARDS

“IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO
PROGRESS WITHOUT
CHANGE, AND THOSE WHO
DO NOT CHANGE THEIR
MINDS CANNOT CHANGE
ANYTHING.” 
– GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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Click Here To Download
Nomination Form

https://s3.amazonaws.com/toledo-bbb/public/7/2021_Nomination_Form.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/toledo-bbb/public/7/2021_Nomination_Form.pdf
mailto:diana@toledobbb.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/toledo-bbb/public/7/2021_Nomination_Form.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/toledo-bbb/public/7/2021_Nomination_Form.pdf


For more information, contact BrightView Health at:
 - 1012 East Perkins Avenue, Sandusky, OH 44870
-  www.brightviewhealth.com
  - Facebook.com/brightviewtreatment
 - (833) 510-HELP

BrightView is not your typical “drug rehab” program. In fact, if you visit
our Sandusky treatment center, you won’t hear the term “rehab program”
at all. That’s because BrightView is a comprehensive addiction treatment
center. We provide outpatient treatment and care for patients who are
battling drug or alcohol addiction. Our evidence-based approach is
effective and incorporates medication-assisted treatment (MAT), along
with individual counseling, group therapy, social service support, and
work on co-occurring disorders. Our team takes an individualized
approach with each patient, meeting them wherever they are in the
recovery process. For those struggling with substance abuse such as
opiate addiction, we avoid straight detox and prescribe buprenorphine,
buprenorphine/naloxone (Suboxone), and naltrexone (Vivitrol). This
treatment center does not prescribe methadone, but we have helped
many patients transition off of methadone to another medication.

This outpatient treatment program, enables our staff to develop unique
treatment plans that work with patients’ daily life, allowing them to keep
up with commitments and individual needs. We want our intensive
outpatient services to be available to all who need them, so we accept
Medicaid, Medicare, along with most forms of private health insurance.
These choices help anyone who is battling the disease of addiction to be
able to seek treatment services. We a have caring staff who answers the
phones 24-hour per day and we provide a toll-free phone number for
your convenience. If you or a loved one have questions about our
treatment options, please give us a call.

We accept walk-ins on weekdays until 3:00 pm at our Sandusky
treatment facility. We are located at 1012 East Perkins Avenue,
Sandusky, OH 44870 next to the Goodwill Store.

The professional and compassionate staff at BrightView will create an
accessible and welcoming environment, providing both physical and
emotional health services. We believe each patient deserves respect,
positive reinforcement, and long-term wellness. If you are looking for a
convenient solution that is effective for both drug and alcohol treatment,
we encourage you to take the first step in contacting us today.
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“THERE ARE NO GREAT
LIMITS TO GROWTH
BECAUSE THERE ARE NO
LIMITS OF HUMAN
INTELLIGENCE,
IMAGINATION, AND
WONDER.”
– RONALD REAGAN

NEW MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

https://www.brightviewhealth.com/locations/brightview-sandusky-addiction-treatment-center/
https://www.facebook.com/brightviewtreatment
https://brightviewhealth.com/
https://brightviewhealth.com/locations/
https://brightviewhealth.com/counseling-and-therapy-for-addiction-recovery/
https://brightviewhealth.com/what-we-do/outpatient-and-intensive-outpatient-programs/
https://brightviewhealth.com/what-we-do/
https://brightviewhealth.com/what-to-expect/ongoing-treatment/
https://www.brightviewhealth.com/locations/brightview-sandusky-addiction-treatment-center/
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https://www.brightviewhealth.com/locations/brightview-sandusky-addiction-treatment-center/
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https://www.brightviewhealth.com/locations/brightview-sandusky-addiction-treatment-center/


"THE GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE
IS THE HIGHEST CALLING
OF LEADERSHIP."
– HARVEY S. FIRESTONE,
FOUNDER OF FIRESTONE
TIRE AND RUBBER
COMPANY
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For more information, contact Imagine Baking, Inc. at:
 - 1034 Hancock Street, Sandusky, OH 44870
-  info@imaginebaking.com
-  www.imaginebaking.com
  - Linkedin.com/company/imagine-baking/about/
 - (419) 502-9000

Contract manufacturing at Imagine Baking

We bake cookies, crackers, biscuits, brittles and chips in our
SQF level 3 facility, conveniently located near major supply
sources and distribution hubs in north central Ohio. Woman-
owned, and staffed by a seasoned management team with
decades of experience to draw upon, we are solution
providers for brands that are committed to innovation,
uniqueness and sustainability in the healthy eating category.

We leverage the full strength of our R&D, product
development, manufacturing and quality control expertise to
assist our customers in realizing market opportunities and
speeding their ideas from concept to the sales arena.

We are ready to help you transform your business challenges
into market successes!

SQF level 3, Organic (QAI), Gluten-free (GFCO), non-GMO
and Kosher (OU-D) certified. FSMA compliant, Climate

Collaborative member.
 

Focused on:
Natural, gluten-free and organic baked goods
We like to create, innovate, collaborate, update, improve,
invent, transform, renew, modernize and revolutionize your
formulations - or just follow the mix sheet, please! We love all
sorts of cookies, crackers, biscuits, chips and brittles, and will
give them a good home.

 

NEW MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

https://www.imaginebaking.com/
https://www.imaginebaking.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/imagine-baking/about/


With the Erie County Chamber of Commerce
You Can Advertise All Year Round!

Contact us at info@eriecountychamber.com.

Shop Small & Support Local
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https://business.eriecountychamber.com/contact
https://www.vlfcu.org/
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https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2021/OH-NorthwestOhio?fr_id=14711&pg=entry
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https://www.firelandssymphony.com/concerts/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/concerts/
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