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Howdy,
On January the 27th at the Annual Awards & Board Installation Ceremony,
we Installed our new officers for the 2021 year and awarded those outstanding members
who went above and beyond for the Association last year. I would first like to personally thank
those who were recognized. 

Builder of the Year: Chad Murphy (Rock Barn Conservation Partners)
Associate of the Year: Frank Clark, Jr. (City of Bryan)
Outstanding Committee Member of the Year: Austin McKnight (the McKnight Team @ PRMI
Mortgage)

Thank you for your time and the commitment that you put into the Association. I would like to
congratulate the new Executive Committee Officers and say that I am looking forward to working
with you this upcoming year.   

1st Vice President: Donnie Pockrus (Ambit Homes, LLC)
Secretary/Treasurer: Bryan Reece (Reece Homes)
Associate Vice President:
Dwight Groves (Program Insurance Group)
Immediate Past President: Chad Murphy (Rock Barn Conservation Partners)
Congratulations to all the New Directors elected this year and thank you to those who are
continuing for their 2nd year of their term.  

I want to remind everyone of some upcoming events:
-         Our March luncheon will be held on March 3rd, at the Phillips Event Center.  The doors will
opened at 11:30 am to 1:00 pm and our guest speaker was Matt Prochaska,
President/CEO of Brazos Valley Economic Development Corporation.  
-         The Spring Parade of Homes™ will be held the weekend of April 23rd, 24th, 25th and the
weekend of April the 30th, May 1st, and 2nd .  Hours are as follows.
-        Fridays 4:00 to 7:00 pm
-        Saturdays 10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
-        Sundays from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. 

This year the Parade of Homes™ will be a ticketed event with a portion of proceeds being
donated to the St Jude Children Research “Hope House”.  You will be able to purchase tickets
online at selected locations around town or at each home in the Parade of Homes™.  We are
sending out entry applications to all the builders. Each builder will need to complete the
application and return them as soon as possible to insure you beat any and all deadlines. We are
also still needing a few sponsors and advertisers.  Please contact the HBA office as soon as
possible to make sure you don’t lose a chance to participate in this exciting annual event! 

-         The 42nd Annual Home and Garden Expo will be held the weekend of May 22nd & 23rd at
the  Brazos County Expo. This is always a great event for getting ideas for that remodel you are
working on or for getting ideas for that new home.                 
I am truly looking forward to this
year and please let us know if we can help with anything.

www.gbvbuilders.org.

President's Letter
Howdy and welcome to this month's edition of 

"Sticks and Bricks"



 

President: David Deutsch, Southern Creek Homes

1st Vice President: Donnie Pockrus, Ambit Homes

Associate Vice President: Dwight Groves, Program Insurance Group 

Secretary/Treasurer: Bryan Reece, Reece Homes

Immediate Past President: Chad Murphy, Rock Barn Conservation Partners

Past President Advisory Council Chair: Jimmy Pitman, Pitman Custom Homes

 

Builder Member Directors:

John Magruder, Magruder Homes

Frank Clark, Jr., Archer & Clark Custom Homes 

Maegan Rich, Reece Homes

Brian Windham, Windham Construction

Michael Anzaldua, Schaefer Custom Homes

Jason LaFollette, Southwest Homes

 

Associate Member Directors:

Austin McKnight – Primary Residential Mortgage

Julie Schultz – Schultz Engineering

Dennis McMillin, Sunshine Fun Pools 

Randy Ripple, Commerce National Bank 

Ron Schmidt, Texas Commercial Waste www.gbvbuilders.orgSTICKS & BRICKS  |   3

GBVBA

2021 Board of Directors



 

April 7th- GBVBA Member Luncheon with Royce Hickman, 

BCS Chamber of Commerce

April 13th- TAB Rally Day in Austin

April 15th- GBVBA Member Mixer at Premier Countertop Design

 April 23, 24 & 25 and April 30, May 1 & 2- 2021 Spring Parade of Homes™

May 5th- GBVBA Member Luncheon

May 22nd & 23rd- 2021 BCS Home & Garden Expo at Brazos County Expo

June TBD- 2021 GBVBA Golf Tournament at Pebble Creek Country Club
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WHAT'S NEXT
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Lumber prices reached a new high last week as housing demand remains solid amid low mortgage rates,
favorable demographics and a geographic shift in housing demand to lower-density, lower-cost markets.
However, recent readings of the NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index (HMI) indicate the strong momentum
for housing demand is slowing. Although February’s HMI ticked up from the previous month to a level of 84,
this gain followed two months of declines after the index showed builder optimism at an all-time high in
November.

Given the recent strength for home construction, supply-chain limitations are a critical element of the 2021
outlook. Lumber prices are up more than 70% since mid-November, and 96% of builders are reporting
shortages and delays for lumber and other building materials at the start of 2021. While there is some room
for new home price growth, particularly relative to the strong gains for existing homes over the last year, prices
cannot outpace household incomes indefinitely. This is particularly true as interest rates increase. For example,
the 10-year Treasury rate is now above 1.2% as markets expect a faster pace of reopening due to declining
virus case counts and increasing vaccination rates. Overall, housing affordability conditions at the end of 2020
were flat, per the NAHB Housing Opportunity Index. However, the long-run trend has been declining
affordability, putting additional households at risk of becoming priced out of the market.

Because of these cost and supply-side challenges, and a historically low inventory of existing homes for sale,
prospective home buyers have growing reasons to be frustrated with their home searches. Indeed, the NAHB
Housing Trends Report at the end of 2020 found that the share of prospective home buyers who lost a bidding
war during the previous three months had more than doubled from a year prior.

Unfortunately, these supply-chain issues are not likely to be resolved soon. Global supply chains remain
interrupted and increasing demand for materials as the economy reopens is likely to place additional pressure
on the building materials market. Policymakers must act to improve domestic building material supply so that
the residential construction industry can continue to create jobs and add much-needed inventory to the
market.

 

www.gbvbuilders.orgSTICKS & BRICKS   |   10

Record-High Lumber Prices Threaten Housing's
Momentum



Housing production softened in January as rising lumber prices continue to affect the housing industry.
Overall housing starts decreased 6.0% to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.58 million units,
according to a report from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the U.S. Census
Bureau.

The January reading of 1.58 million starts is the number of housing units builders would begin if
development kept this pace for the next 12 months. Within this overall number, single-family starts
decreased 12.2% to a 1.16 million seasonally adjusted annual rate. The multifamily sector, which
includes apartment buildings and condos, increased 17.1% to a 418,000 pace.

“Concerns over higher lumber prices produced softness for the housing market amid solid buyer traffic
at the start of the year,” said NAHB Chairman Chuck Fowke. “With the cost of building materials rising at
a rapid pace, the challenge for builders is to keep home prices at an affordable level for buyers even as
the regulatory policy environment may become more challenging.”

“The weakness in housing starts in January is consistent with our recent builder surveys,” said NAHB
Chief Economist Robert Dietz. “Builders report concerns over increasing lumber and other construction
costs and delays in obtaining building materials. Rising interest rates will also erode housing affordability
in 2021, as existing home inventories remain low. It’s also worth noting that the number of single-family
homes permitted but not started construction jumped to 114,000 units in January. This is 9.6% higher
than December and 28.1% higher than a year ago, as building material cost increases and delays slow
some home building.”

On a regional basis compared to the previous month, combined single-family and multifamily starts are
2.3% higher in the Northeast, 12.3% lower in the Midwest, 2.5% lower in the South and 11.4% lower in
the West.

Overall permits increased 10.4% to a 1.88 million unit annualized rate in January. Single-family permits
increased 3.8% to a 1.27 million unit rate. Multifamily permits increased 27.2% to a 612,000 pace.

Looking at regional permit data compared to the previous month, permits are 39.3% higher in the
Northeast, 0.8% lower in the Midwest, 8.3% higher in the South and 11.7% higher in the West.
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Construction Headwinds Pick Up in January
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Development News

Novemoer

www.gbvbuilders.org
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January

City of College Station
City Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month

City Council Workshop begins at 5:30 pm, regular meeting at 7 pm Planning & Zoning
meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday at 7 pm

City of Bryan-City Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at
3:30 pm

Planning & Zoning meets 1st and 3rd Thursday
Workshop at 5:00 pm, Regular at 6:00 pm

Building & Standards Commission meets on the 4th Monday at 6:00 pm
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Victor Drozd  745.00
Randy French 377.00

Bill Pitman  335.50
Michael Schaefer 349.50
Cerene Wharton 255.00  

Randy Birdwell 239.50
Keith Ellis 218.00

Claire Hammack 162.00
John Howe 147.50
Larry Mariott 114.0

D'Ann Brown 118.50
John Magruder 128.50

Buck Prewitt 105.0
Donald Borski 101.0
Roger Williams 93.00
Paul Turney 101.75
John Godfrey 87.50
Doug Groves 83.75

Tina Sides 67.50
Jimmy Pitman 76.0
Billy Chenault 63.50

Bill Lero 61.50
Brian Windham 66.50
Melanie Becka 48.25
Randall Pitcock 43.25
Charles Thomas 37.00

Mark Weber 36.50
Coulter Mariott 30.50
Ron Lightsey 29.00
Pam Cemino 30.50
Maegan Rich 30.50

Alison Windham 27.00
Stacy Worden 21.00
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Membership Update

Recruiting new members to your local association is an activity recognized and rewarded through the Spike Club. 
Those who participate are called Spikes, and they are among the most valued members of the association.  

Member-to-member recruitment and retention efforts are the largest source of growth for the federation. Spikes bring grassroots growth and
stability. These efforts lend to the development of the general membership and our leadership pipeline, keeping the face of the federation true to that
of our industry and the scope of interests we represent. Spikes are the membership leaders of our federation, building the voice, power and influence

on every level, in every state. We would like to say Thank you! to all of our wonderful members, without whom we could not do all that we do.

Growing Our Strength Through Member Recruitment,

Retention, and Involvement 

Thank you for renewing!

Membership Renewal

February
Spike ReportWelcome New Members!

 

All Things Construction 
American Momentum Bank

Atmos Energy Corp
BCS Regional Association of

Realtors
Best Insulation

First Financial Bank, NA
Historic Homes
James Connett

Madole Rental, Inc.
Magruder Porter

Construction
Murphy Signature Homes

Premier Builders
Southland Title, LLC
Tim Bailey Plumbing
Willis Custom Homes

Integ/Insite Magazine
O'Hagin
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