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FIRST FINANCIAL MORTGAGE 
WELCOMES HOME

TEAM 12TH MORTGAGE

At First Financial Mortgage, relationships are crucial to us. It’s full service banking 
that always puts YOU First! Along with our Consumer, Construction, Commercial 

and Business Real Estate loans, we are proud to announce our new Mortgage Team,    
Dell Seiter, Summer Handy and Trent Pride. We are ready to serve you with great 

people and great mortgage products, a winning combination for YOU!

YOU FIRST  |  FFIN.com

 Trent Pride
Vice President
NMLS# 179303
979-220-9135

Summer Handy
Vice President
NMLS# 989103
979-255-5195

Dell Seiter
Senior Vice President – Manager 

NMLS# 176656
979-229-6463
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6.15.23
COMMUNITY SOFTBALL 
CLASSIC 
Edible Field - Home of the Brazos Valley Bomber 

6.23.23
FOUNDERS NIGHT 
The Stella Hotel

7.13.23 
LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 
Pebble Creek Country Club
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Howdy, 

One of the many ways your Chamber of Commerce works for local business is 
through our Legislative programs.  We have already visited Austin this year to 
discuss state issues and now our delegation of community, education and business 
leaders has returned from Washington D.C.  There will be more details about this in 
our next issue of Connection Magazine. We stood together and delivered our pro-
business message from the Bryan/College Station business community.  In addition 
to delivering our local Federal Legislative Action Plan to each member of our Texas 
congressional delegation, our Congressman Michael McCaul brought a high-level 
group of elected officials to meet with us in person and inform us of what is going on 
behind the scenes and to also hear from us about the needs of B/CS businesses. Thank 
you, Congressman McCaul, for working to make this happen!  

We recently celebrated the graduation of the 41 members of our 40th class of 
Leadership Brazos.  From their overnight retreat at Camp Allen, to each day 
spent learning more about Healthcare, Criminal Justice, Government, Education, 
Agriculture and more, the class members were able to see behind the scenes of what 
makes Brazos County so unique.  Applications for the 2024 Class of Leadership 
Brazos will be available in July. 

Our Washington delegation and Leadership Brazos Program are just two of the many 
ways your Chamber of Commerce is working to create a successful business climate 
here in Bryan/College Station.  If you are new to the Chamber, or maybe you just 
want to learn about the many different ways to get involved, please reach out to us at 
(979) 260-5200 or follow us on Facebook.  There is always something going on at the 
Chamber! 

If you have some ideas of how we can continue to develop our mission, please come 
by the Chamber office, or give me a call at 979-260-5200.  We want to continue to 
improve and grow as we promote business and commerce  
in our world-class community.
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New Chamber Members

C O S TA  V I D A  F R E S H  M E X I C A N  G R I L L 
4501 Mills Park Circle 
Suite 100 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 701-8801 
costavida.com/locations/0168

PA I N T I N G  W I T H  A  T W I S T 
1643 Texas Ave. S 
College Station, TX 77840 
(979) 485-9838 
paintingwithatwist.com/studio/college station

E L U  S O L U T I O N A R Y  S T R AT E G I E S 
1013 Rose Circle  
College Station, TX 77840 
(979) 459-1010 
eluglobal.com

B AY O U  B L E N D S 
3404 E State Hwy 21 
Bryan, TX 77808

I N S U R A N C E  W I T H  S H A M O N E  
1527 W Martin Luther King Jr. St. 
Bryan, TX 77803 
(979) 906-8850 
insurancewithshamone.com

W H O L E  F R I E D  C H I C K E N 
1700 Rock Prairie Rd 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 721-9888 
wfchicken.kwickmenu.com

N I TA’ S  F L O W E R S 
919 South Texas Ave. 
Bryan, TX 77803 
(979) 822-2631 
nitasflowers.com

A R T E S I A N  B O T T L E L E S S  W AT E R 
600 Kenrick Drive 
Suite E-5 
Houston, TX 77060 
(281) 799-5918 
drinkartesian.com

L E G A C Y  E L E C T R I C  &  H VA C 
(979) 446-2525 
legacyehvac.com

J A C O D Y  C O N S T R U C T I O N ,  L P 
10770 State Hwy 30 
Suite 400 
Bryan, TX 77803 
jacodyconstruction.com

B E A U T I M O U S  M E  S A L O N 
212 North Bryan Ave.  
Suite 103 
Bryan, TX 77803 
(979) 703-4584 
tinyurl.com/4u42hte7.com

B I G  A N T ’ S  A L L- S TA R  G R I L L / C A R P ’ S 
5809 East Street Hwy 21 
Bryan, TX 77808 
(281) 352-2326

E D G E  G E N E R A L  S T O R E 
7250 Edge Cut Off Road 
Hearne, TX 77859 
(979) 589-3539 
edgegeneralstoreinc.com

B E A C O N  B U I L D I N G  P R O D U C T S  
4100 East State Hwy 21 
Bryan, TX 77808 
(720) 215-0020 
becn.com

C O L L E G E  S TAT I O N  V F W  P O S T  1 2 2 2 1 
2400 Earl Rudder Fwy S 
College Station, TX 77840 
(979) 450-9179 
vfw12221.org

C L U B  C A R  W A S H 
1632 West Villa Maria Rd 
Bryan, TX 77807 
(833) 416-9975 
clubcarwash.com

T X B  ( T E X A S  B O R N ) 
3071 University Dr. E.  
Bryan, TX 77802 
(501) 259-9228 
txbstores.com

S O U T H E R N  I C E  C R E A M 
13755 Greenland Dr. 
Stafford, TX 77477 
(281) 499-9837 
southernicecreamtx.com

R E C O V E R Y  C R Y O 
3121 Wildflower Dr. 
Suite 400 
Bryan, TX 77802 
(979) 779-2796 
recoverycryobcs.com

J O E  H O R A K  A G E N C Y  -  FA R M E R S  
I N S U R A N C E 
3900 State Hwy 6 South 
Suite 108 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 977-4523

H A R V E S T  U P T O W N  C A P R O C K 
910 William D. Fitch  
Suite 100 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 703-2071 
harvestbcs.com

S P R I N G E R  I N S U R A N C E 
4438 Texas 6 Frontage Rd. 
Suite 401; Unit 10 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 610-2300 
springertexas.com

H A R V E S T  C O F F E E  D O W N T O W N 
101 North Main Street  
Bryan, TX 77803 
(979) 492-9994 
harvestbcs.com

H A R V E S T  C O F F E E  C E N T U R Y  S Q U A R E 
1037 University Dr. 
Suite 109 
College Station, TX 77840 
(979) 599-3236 
harvestbcs.com

G I G E M  S O L A R ,  L L C 
305 North Parker Ave. 
Suite 114 
Bryan, TX 77803 
(979) 229-6296 
aggielandbartending.com

M O R R O W  E N E R G Y 
10818 West County Road 72 
Midland, TX 79707 
(806) 853-4583 
morrowenergy.com

E D W A R D  J O N E S  -  J O E L  B R AV O 
4519 Mills Park Circle  
Suite 400 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 690-7357

M AT T C O  C O M M E R C I A L  S E R V I C E S ,  L L C 
5591 Raymond Stotzer Pkwy 
College Station, TX 77845 
(979) 599-9320 
mattcogroup.com



BUSINESS
AFTER
HOURS

H O W  T O  G E T  I N V O LV E D
 

IF YOUR BUSINESS IS INTERESTED IN HOSTING A BUSINESS AFTER HOURS,  
CONTACT CARRIE ARCHER AT CARRIE@BCSCHAMBER.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION!

C H A M B E R  P R O G R A M S

The Bryan/College Station Chamber of Commerce offers monthly 
networking opportunities hosted by different businesses each month 
to connect Chamber members to each other.  Socialize, engage and 
network with the business community from across the Brazos Valley.  
Our Business After Hours events begin at 5:30 pm and wrap up 
around 7 pm. See you at the next event!

JULY 20TH 

Hosted By:

PARC AT TRADITIONS

JUNE 8TH

Hosted By:

EXTRACO  
BANKS

4       CONNECTIONS
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GUARANTEED REPAIR SAVES 50%
FOGGY WINDOWS?

®

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

979-274-0774
THEGLASSGURU.COM

•  Costs a Fraction of  Window  
   Replacement

•  No Need to Remove the Glass

•  Restores Insulation & Clarity

•  Backed by a 10 Year Fully 
    Transferable Warranty

10% OFF
FOGGY WINDOW REPAIR NOW!
Coupon must be presented at time of estimate.  
Discount cannot be applied to Full Window 
Replacement, or combined with any other o�ers. 
Contact store for full details. Expires 6/30/2023.

AFTER

BEFORE

Volunteer.
Donate.

Break the Stigma.

www.namibvtx.org

Crawfish Boil
thank you to all of our 2023 

sponsors!

M-Beaux’s crawfish & Cajun seafood 

Admail ] Kristen Distributing ] TNT Security ] integ  
chicken express ] Premiere events ] dj franco Events ] farm patch  

scarmardo foodservice ] woodson Lumber co.  
college station high school cte ] G & N Concessions ] Hilton 

slovacek sausage ] Connie & john giesenschlag  
wreaths across amercia ] ben e. keith ] pepsi  

dws development ] webunlimited ] kesco 
Kbtx ] ktex ] kags ] bryan broadcasting ] krhd ] the eagle ] a4 media

contributing sponsors

Food Sponsor



BRYAN ISD SCHOOL
YEAR SHOWCASE

When Bryan ISD started the 2022-2023 school year,
the goal was to provide students with many
opportunities to prepare them for the future.

In 2023, we partnered with BCS Habitat for Humanity
for the Bryan ISD Build project. In nine months, our
students and staff worked together with the
community to raise $80,000 and became actively
involved in the build. The deserving Bryan ISD family
will move into their new home this summer!

The Bryan ISD Build project perfectly encapsulates
our Essential Eight program. Throughout our
campuses, we focus on eight character traits that
will position our students for success: Kindness,
Tolerance, Gratitude, Philanthropy, Work ethic,
Optimism, Courage and Leadership.

Furthermore, we introduced the Student
Ambassador Program, composed of a diverse and
dynamic group of student leaders who engaged in
multiple volunteering and leadership opportunities
throughout the community.

Academically speaking, preparing students for
success after graduation is a priority. In Bryan ISD we
offer multiple nationally recognized programs
including International Baccalaureate and AP
Capstone. We also have students earning
certifications in Career and Technical Education
areas and our Advanced Academics program is
expanding rapidly and remains a focus for our high
achieving students. 

Students at Bryan Collegiate HS continued the
tradition of community service. They logged more
than 13,000 service hours while graduating with an
average of 50 college hours. Bryan Collegiate also
has been ranked in the U.S. News and World Report
as one of the highest performing high schools in the
nation for the last 10 years. 

This year, hundreds of seniors will continue on to
post-secondary studies after graduation, from Texas
A&M to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and beyond. We cannot wait to see how our
2023 graduates impact the world.

We have celebrated UIL accomplishments at all levels
and for the first time, hosted the State Mariachi
Invitational in Bryan ISD. Our very own Mariachi Band,
Los Vikingos from Bryan HS competed and our
performing arts groups and visual arts students
shined in multiple regional and state competitions.
We also watched our drill team members as they
danced in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. In the
field of Career and Technical Education, we had over
450 students compete at the state level in many
disciplines, from underwater robotics to the district’s
first BBQ team. 

As we continue to grow, we look forward to the
opening of our third intermediate school, Sadberry
Intermediate this coming August. The new Ruby
Haliburton Auxiliary Complex is scheduled to open in
2024 as well.
From the turf to the gym floor, we proudly added to
our athletic accomplishments. Our students
represented us at the local, area, regional, and state
levels. The state medals they earned reinforced the
notion that we are competing at the highest level. 

“Looking ahead, we will continue to empower our
students to reach their full potential with choices and
opportunities in academics and extracurricular
activities,” Superintendent Ginger Carrabine said. “I
am thankful our School Board champions our vision,
Children First. Always.”

Rudder High School Valedictorian Miranda Skaggs high fives
kindergarteners at Bowen Elementary School. Skaggs attended Bowen
as a younger student, and in high school she has been involved in the

AP Capstone program and is a leader in the FFA program.
 

The Bryan High School Los Vikingos Mariachi ensemble entertain community
members attending the Bryan ISD Showcase and First Friday in Downtown

Bryan. The Bryan ISD Showcase gives all Bryan ISD campuses, departments and
student groups an opportunity to shine.



SUCCESS: 
Each Life ... Each Day ... Each Hour.
College Station ISD students had another very 

successful school year and here are few examples.  
Thanks to the teachers, staff, students, parents and 

community who all helped make it possible!

5All-State Choir

6All-State Orchestra

5All-State Band

3
Texas Newspaper 
Editor-of-the-Year

4
5A Mixed Doubles 

State Champs

6Scripps National Spelling Bee Qualifier

5National Merit Semifinalists

5FFA Vet Science - 2nd in Nation

6SkillsUSA State Champs6Business Professionals of America National Champs



C O M M U N I T Y  S P O T L I G H T

The Community 
Spotlight shares 
company news with 
the community. New 
leadership, major 
changes, anniversaries, 
employee achievements 
- celebrate milestones 
with a message! 
 
If you would like to 
feature a Community 
Spotlight contact - 
taylor@bcschamber.org 
 
 

VOLUNTEER WITH ALLUMINE HEALTH 
Help brighten someone’s world! Allumine Home 
Health & Hospice is looking for community 
volunteers to spend time with local Hospice 
patients.  Volunteers are an important part of the 
mission of Allumine Hospice. They help light 
the way and make the most for each patient and 
their family! For more information, please contact 
our Volunteer Coordinator, Candice Lyon at 
volunteer@alluminehealth.com.  

MIKE MARTINDALE RETIRES FROM 
COLLEGE STATION ISD 
College Station ISD Superintendent, Mike 
Martindale, announced his retirement earlier 
this spring. His retirement will be effective 
June 30, 2023. “I am forever grateful for all of 
the colleagues I have been able to share this 
wonderful profession with over the last three 
decades,” Martindale said. “I want to specifically 
thank those in College Station ISD that welcomed 
me and my family to the community in July of 
2007. After 32 years in public education, it is 
time for me to enter the next stage of my life.” 
We thank Mr. Martindale for his service to our 
students and community and wish him the best!

2023 KID OF THE YEAR - BRAZOS VALLEY 
REHABILITATION CENTER 
The Brazos Valley Rehabilitation Center 
is proud to present their 2023 Kid Of The 
Year Award to Ella Schroeder. Ella is a 5th 
grader in College Station ISD. She lives with 
her parents, Justin and Ashlea, and brother, 
Jacob, along with their three beagles, and 
enjoys listening to music and watching 
Disney movies. Ella was diagnosed with Rhett 
Syndrome at 2 years old and has been actively 
participating in therapy at BVRC for 10 years.

   NEW CORPS OF CADETS COMMANDANT
Texas A&M University has named Brigadier 
General Patrick R. Michaelis as the next 
Commandant of the Corps of Cadets. The 
1993 Aggie graduate starts his new role on 
Oct. 1, after retiring from his current post as 
Commanding General, U.S. Army Training 
Center & Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 
Michaelis was Distinguished Military 
Graduate of Texas A&M who earned his 
bachelor’s degree in history in 1993 and 
commissioned into the Army as a Second 
Lieutenant of Armor. The new Commandant’s 
goal is to increase Corps of Cadets 
membership to 3,000 students.

Community
Spotlight

8 C O N N E C T I O N S
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COLLEGE STATION ISD CAREER & TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION CENTER 
College Station ISD has officially broken ground for 
phase 1 of its new Career and Technical Education 
Center. The 90-acre property is located on Dowling Road 
near Wellborn. The CTE Center is part of the district’s 
2021 bond package, which was approved by voters for 
a total of $70.6 million. Phase 1 of the complex will 
be an agricultural barn facility for animal holding, a 
covered practice arena, an office space, restrooms, and a 
concessions room.

CASA MANGIARE 
The best of Italian home cooking has made its way to 
College Station. Casa Mangiare is a high-end Italian 
restaurant that showcases the cuisine in the most elegant 
fashion and brings an experience to the residents of 
Bryan/College Station. With a unique menu and an 
array of cocktail and beverage choices, it is sure to have 
something for everyone. It is located at 840 University 
Dr E, and it is open Monday-Thursday from 4:00pm-
10:00pm, Friday-Saturday from 11:30am-10:00pm and 
Sunday from 11:30am-9:00pm. 

NEVER FORGET GARDEN 
The Veterans Memorial at Veterans Park and Athletic 
Complex is getting a new addition that will honor all 
missing and unknown veterans – the Never Forget 
Garden. The Never Forget Garden commemorates the 
100th Anniversary of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
and will feature a 7 foot granite monument with wreath, 
a large granite star in the plaza center, engraved brick 
pavers on the inside border, two granite pedestals at the 
entrance to the memorial, flowers and trees native to the 
area, a Never Forget Garden plaque and a wrought iron 
bench. The Brazos Valley Veterans Memorial is accepting 
donations for the project as well as the engraved brick 
pavers. The hope is to have this addition completed by 
Spring 2024. Please visit the Never Forget Garden website 
for more details. 
 

SARC NEW FACILITY  
The Sexual Assault Resource Center (SARC) has a new 
facility! The non-profit’s brand-new facility is off of 
university drive at 404 Jane Street, making it centrally 
located right between Bryan and College Station. This 
space will provide counseling, support groups, and other 
resources to survivors. This facility will help continue 
their mission to support survivors of sexual violence 
through advocacy, counseling, and crisis intervention 
and work to end sexual violence in the Brazos Valley.
 
TROUBADOUR FESTIVAL TAKES OVER AGGIELAND 
Following a successful event on March 20th, the 
Troubadour Festival organizers announced their return 
to Aggieland in 2024. In a tweet the Sunday after the 
festival they wrote, “Aggieland! Y’all showed up in a way 
beyond our wildest imagination! You welcomed us with 
open arms, and we hope y’all had a day as great as we 
did.” The Troubadour Festival brought 34 of the best in 
Texas barbecue vendors and a full day of live music to 
Aggie Park. The festival included 8 music artists, with 
Midland headlining the event. Mark your calendars for 
May 18, 2024 for next year’s festival. 

THE QUEEN THEATRE SUMMER MOVIE SERIES 
The Queen Theatre will be hosting a summer movie 
series and bringing back blockbuster favorites. “We are 
bringing our first family film in June to The Queen, 
it’s Elemental” Schulman-Bell says the sequel to Inside 
Out is great for all ages. There are two nostalgic movies 
hitting the big screen, Harrison Ford is back in Indiana 
Jones and Tom Cruise is also making his return to 
Mission Impossible. The long-awaited Oppenheimer 
movie will also be screened at the theatre. “We’re gonna 
have some great live entertainment and other specialty 
events so it’s just gonna be a great, great summer here at 
the Queen,” said Schulman-Bell. Check out their website 
for more details at queenbryantx.com.







destinationbryan.com/legends
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Gain Exposure During the Busiest 
Time of The Year

Your Website Never Sleeps!
A Well Designed Website 
can Market your Business 

and Give Clients all the Info 
they Need!

Websites Help
 Promote Business and 

Even Provide Services for 
Clients

It is an Excellent Way To 
Showcase Your Business 

24/7

#1 Preferred 
Web Design 

Company
In the B/CS

Area!

Website Design & Development - Hosting - Marketing

25% OFF New Website Design
www.centennialarts.com / (979) 209-0774



DELUXE 
RIBBON  
CUTTINGS

W A X I N G  T H E  C I T Y
937 William D. Fitch 
Pkwy Suite 401 
College Station, TX 77845

M I D T O W N  R E S E R V E  B Y  D . R .  H O R T O N
978 Lady Bird Lane 
College Station, TX 77845

(979) 279-8837
drhorton.com

T H E  R A N C H  H A R L E Y- D A V I D S O N

4115 Texas 6 Frontage Rd 
 College Station, TX 77845

(979) 690-1669 
theranchhd.com

(979) 977-5474 
waxingthecity.com

14 C O N N E C T I O N S



H YAT T  H O U S E  -  B R YA N / C O L L E G E  S TAT I O N
3062 Wildflower Dr. 
Bryan, TX 77802

C A P I TA L  T I T L E  O F  T E X A S  -  B / C S
3375 University Drive East 
Suite 311
Bryan, TX 77802

(979) 383-2200
ctot.com

F I R S T  F I N A N C I A L  B A N K

2445 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy S 
College Station, TX 77840

(979) 260-2100
ffin.com

(979) 599-9030 
hyatt.com

A L L U M I N E  H E A LT H
1901 Greenfield Plaza 
Bryan, TX 

(979) 268-6880
homeinstead.com/location/409

P I A S A N O ’ S  I TA L I A N  P I Z Z E R I A

4003 State Highway 6 S 
College Station, TX 77845

(979) 690-6040
piasanosaggieland.com

S E X U A L  A S S A U LT  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R

404 Jane Street #100 
College Station, TX 77840

(979) 731-1000
sarcbv.org
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CHAMBER PHOTOS

Admiral Catering showcases their display at the Chambers annual Taste of Aggieland event.

Congratulations to the graduating class of Leadership Brazos 2023! 

Thank you to our 2023 Job Fair title sponsor, Workforce Solutions.

Students from CSHS competeing in the Taste of Aggieland  
cooking competition.

Chamber Board of Directors Minute-To-Win-It Winners at Watercooler 5K.

Watercooler 5K participants before the race.



MARCH/APRIL 2022
Watercooler 5K attendees enjoying the entertainment.

Thank you to BigShots Golf Aggieland for hosting Business After Hours! 

Chamber staff at the 2023 Job Fair.

Bryan High School culinary competing at the Tast of Aggieland.

Watercooler 5K participants getting ready for the race!

BigShots Aggieland May Business After Hours.
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CONNECTIONS
BRYAN /  COLLEGE 
STATION CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE
P.O.  BOX 3579
BRYAN,  TX 77805-3579

•	 Corporate	/	Brand	Identity

•	 Design	Services

•	 Business	Cards

•	 Brochures	&	Fliers

•	 Posters,	Signs	&	Banners

•	 Letterhead,	Stationery	&	
Envelopes

•	 Promotional	Products

•	 Calendars

•	 Personalized	Mailing

•	 Postcards

•	 Cards	&	Invitations

•	 Programs

•	 Art	Prints

•	 Book	Printing

•	 Manuals

•	 Forms	&	Labels

•	 Newsletters

2023 South Texas Ave
Bryan, TX

979.779.1234
www.AlphaGraphicsBCS.com


