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Rockin' and rollin’
on the river

By Andy Mayer/President & CEO

Are you ready to for a wonderful time at our Riverwalk
Summer Concert Series? The concerts are back, every
Thursday in July and August from 6-8 p.m. The concerts
have great music in a beautiful setting. Dancing is
optional, but many people join in as the evening
progresses. And thanks to our sponsors, including our
presenter Dwayne Lane’s Skagit Subaru, concerts are free
to the public! Please see page 3 for the full list of
sponsors and groups performing. The Stacy Jones Band
kicks off the series on July 7. Stacy has been nominated,
multiple times, for “Best of the Blues” awards in
songwriting, performance, harmonica and guitar. She
and the band will really get the series started right!

| do suspect you could use the relaxation. We all had
various ideas of what life and business were going to be
like coming out of the pandemic. But few of us guessed
we would have the current mix of inflation, ongoing
supply chain disruption, and very tight labor market. It
has made for a challenging business environment. |
would like to know how your business is doing, including
challenges and opportunities. | am particularly interested
in fundamental changes you are seeing post (mostly)
Covid. Please take a minute to email me your thoughts:
andy@mountvernonchamber.com. They will be helpful
to me and the Chamber Board of Directors. I’ll also share
them with you in a future newsletter.

I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you at a
Chamber program or event soon. And I’ll expect you at
the concerts for summertime fun!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Ribbon Cutting at Law Office of Hector Leal
Friday, July 8

3p.m.

415 Pine St.

Mount Vernon

Join us as we welcome the Law Office of Hector
Leal.

Multi-Chamber After Hours

Thursday, June 14

4:30-6 p.m.

Peoples Bank

Burlington

Join all six of the Skagit County chambers of
commerce for an in-person networking event at
the Peoples Bank Burlington branch. Have fun
and expand your network!

Mount Vernon Drive-in Movie Nights featuring
Encanto

Presented in Spanish

Friday, July 15

9:45 p.m.; parking opens at 8:15 p.m.

Skagit Valley College

Reserve your spot starting July 8

We've partnered with Mount Vernon Parks &
Recreation again this year to bring FREE drive-in
movies to the community. This month, come see
the enchanting family musical Encanto, followed
by Back to the Future on Aug. 5.

Don't forget the movie popcorn! Lincoln Theatre
will be there selling concessions.

Bilingual Staff: How to recruit and retain them

Thursday, July 21
e

12-1 p.m.
via Zoom’ Register here Law Office of Hector Leal

Presented in English/Spanish

The Community Action Latinx Advisory
Committee and the Mount Vernon Chamber
Latino Business Leaders are hosting a cultural

competency event building the bridge between
the employer seeking bilingual employees and
the Latino community. The event will allow
employers to better connect with the Latino
population, identify the right communication
channels and create/improve a company culture
that welcomes a diverse team and embraces
collaboration. Recruitment starts with retention.
Sponsored by the Law Office of Hector Leal

Membership Orientation

Tuesday, July 26

10a.m.

Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce

Register here

Come learn about how your Chamber
membership benefits your business. Our
membership orientations are not limited to new
members, any active member can attend as well
as those businesses that may want to know more
about the Mount Vernon Chamber and how we
can support their business.

Wednesday, July 27 N(Q
Register here .

Chamber Membership Luncheon: Biz Buzz
11:30 a.m.-1p.m.

Hillcrest Park

$23 with RSVP; $25 day-of

Join us for our summer Biz Buzz. It's like speed
dating for business! Il Granaio provides lunch.
Sponsored by SWAN

Ribbon Cutting at Anderson Podiatry

Friday, July 29

3p.m.

1311 E. Division St.

Mount Vernon

Join us as we help Anderson Podiatry celebrate its
new location with a ribbon cutting.


https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/membership-orientation-22366
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-membership-luncheon-07-27-2022-17936
https://bit.ly/3myWVry
https://tinyurl.com/3jb5334c
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Riverwalk Summer Concert Series

_mm Join us at 6 p.m. each Thursday in July and
RIVERWALK August at Riverwalk Park for our summer
concert series. These free concerts are great
for the whole family.

J July 7 - Stacy Jones Band
July 14 - Hot Damn Scandal
July 21 - Chris Eger Band with Powerhouse

Horns

July 28 - Mama Dirty Skirt

August 4 - The Naughty Blokes

August 11 - Cascadia Groove

August 18 - Janie Cribbs and the T Rust Band
August 25 - The Atlantics

DWAYNE LANE'S
—— SKAGIT SUBARU ——

Presented by:

GrACIT VaLL D

City of
M iounT | Craft 50D (0 0P
VERNON 1 J Stove E\/*ZK&"

5 MOUNT VERNON
0 1) DowNTOWN AssoCIATION

B Svinomish

CASINO-RESORT SKAG|TPUBL|SH|NG Gplore i al
mpowering the community
' Q00 Gl
g e
'Z&EB&« =1021 K0S SQ;Mdar
7025k m - \A30""‘ OO0

L WYCOFF
éNIE E NE Peop Alls;,s 1113:391{( SﬁagitWRegional Health A P

Four d( llh Al Commercial and Family Insu

PRINTING & MAILING -
SOLUTIONS Tllllp INN
FOR YOUR BUSINESS * FREE Expanded Continental Breakfast
From deﬂgn concept to ? ' * FREE Local Calls & Voice Mail

flmshe prod uct, . o, _&FREE Hi-Speed Internet
we're here for you 2 ‘ = « chenettes * Air-conditioning
/ * Corporate & Senior Rates
every step of the way! * In-room Coffee/Tea + Cable TV w/ HBO 360 428'5969

‘ + Restaurants & Shopping Nearby 1800-599-5969 @7
V TS Tk Parking www.tulipinn.net

SKAGITPUBLISHING Take 5 Esit 227 (Coll
- ge Way), go West and then
™ 2200 Freeway Dr., Mount Vernon North on Freeway Dr. (across from Walmart)




JULY 2022

MOUNT VERNON

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Workforce development efforts:
A year in review

Thanks to the financial support of the
Northwest Workforce Council, Skagit Valley
College, HF Sinclair Corporation and Puget
Sound Refinery, the Mount Vernon Chamber
Foundation’s Experience Work Project (EWP)
has provided robust learning opportunities to
qualifying Skagit Valley College students.

The focus of the 2021-2022 academic year
was human services, business management
and nursing students, who were able to
participate in diverse learning opportunities
hosted by Sherwood Community Services,
Friendship House, Pioneer Human Services,
Silverado Bellingham Memory Care, Skagit
DVSAS, Where the Heart Is and Perla’s
Insurance.

The participation of our business community

is instrumental in hosting career panels, job
shadows and internship opportunities. The
program helps students prepare for the
changing demands of a global and technology-
driven economy while delivering highly skilled
students to local companies. Employers are
able to evaluate the students’ skills and the
potential to hire them before or after
completing their college education.

If you would like to learn more about the
Mount Vernon Chamber Foundation/EWP and
how you can host a learning opportunity for
students, please contact Business
Development and Foundation Director Silvia
Reed. Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com, 360-
395-2944

Member reveals return on investment

"The Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce is a great resource for
businesses and area visitors. It provides excellent educational
opportunities that serve businesses and nonprofits. They offer a climate
that develops strong community and elected official relationships, and
exposure to services, businesses and fresh ideas."

Cheryl Willis, Skagit Transit

Partner Members
Allstate - Mayra Nava Agency, Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC, Best Western PLUS, Skagit Valley Inn, Birch
Equipment Co., Budget Towing & Repair, Coastal Farm & Ranch, Costco Wholesale, D&P Electronic
Home Monitoring, Foothills Toyota, Fortiphi, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Infinity
Painting & Renovations, Kern Funeral Home, Landed Gentry Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Max
Dale's Steak and Chop House, Mount Vernon School District, North Coast Credit Union, Northwest
Escrow, LLC, Pacific Premier Bank, PogoZone, Port of Skagit, Puget Sound Energy, SERVPRO, Skagit
Public Utility District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort, Skagit Valley College, Skagit Regional Health, Tacos
Tecalitlan, Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC, Walmart, Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs


mailto:Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com
https://www.skagittransit.org/
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Get to Know
Total Employment and Management

Total Employment and Management (TEAM) is
a staffing agency in Mount Vernon that serves
Skagit and the surrounding counties.

TEAM serves the agriculture industry in Skagit,
Island, Whatcom and Snohomish counties, and
serves the construction, industrial and
hospitality industries in Skagit, Island and
Snohomish.

TEAM is based in Moses Lake and has been
working with farmers in the Skagit Valley for
seven years but opened its first office here three
years ago.

“When we got more and more growers here
working with us, we decided to open an office
here,” said TEAM’s Zayleen Kunkel.

The friendly office staff is always ready to
answer questions from staffing clients or
workers looking for employment. TEAM even has
an after-hour phone line (and they do answer it)
for questions that come in outside of regular
working hours.

One special niche TEAM fills for agricultural
workers is extending their working season. For
instance, many workers have contracts with
Sakuma Brothers Farms during berry season but
won’t have work in the shoulder seasons. TEAM
can place many of these employees from March
through November with agriculture jobs.
Zayleen says TEAM also recognizes that these
workers may want to broaden their experience
and can place them in the off season in jobs such
as seafood processing, housekeeping and more.

The caring and helpful staff at TEAM have

developed a rapport with the workers they place,

which leads to longevity.
“More than 80% are repeat employees that
have worked with us for years now,” Zayleen

TEAM

Total Employment And Management

said. “We have developed a relationship with
them, and they keep coming back.”

For businesses interested in using TEAM’s
services to hire workers, Zayleen encourages
them to give her a call or even drop by the office
at 1401 E. College Way in Mount Vernon. She can
provide an estimate for their services or simply
get started matching your business with
qualified employees. In some cases, TEAM can
even provide their clients with transportation to
get employees to the job site.

Since many of the agricultural workers speak
Spanish, Zayleen and her co-worker in the office
are bilingual. They are looking for one more
employee to join the office, and while being
bilingual is a plus, it’s not a requirement, she
said.

TEAM has six offices in Washington and one in
Astoria, Ore. Check them out online at
www.teamshome.com or call 360-404-5530.



http://www.teamshome.com/
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Board of Directors

Chair - Bill Henkel
Community Action of Skagit County
Vice Chair - Brian lvie

Skagit Regional Health

Past Chair - David Lukov
Kern Funeral Home
Treasurer - Rhonda Tingley
SaviBank

Member at Large - Duby Petit
Skagit Publishing

Viry Delgado

COA Mexican Eatery

Peter Donovan

City of Mount Vernon

Diane Fox

All About Hearing

Robert Knoll

Puget Sound Energy

Jesse Lopez

Infinity Painting & Renovations
Flora Lucatero

Children of the Valley

Andrew Miller

Tulip Town

Todd Owsley

Farmstrong Brewing Company
Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Alaska USA

Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center

Jon Ronngren

Mount Vernon School District
Tony White

Skagit Valley Food Co-op

STAFF

Andy Mayer President/CEO

Silvia Reed Business Development and

Foundation Director

Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director

Marinus Rouw & Emeleah Magaiia
Visitor Information Services

= Tune In
) Chamber Chat
Wednesday Mornings

[eo)e]
21 KARS
eI
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Member Announcements

20th Annual Scholarship - Three Winners for Cascadia
Eye

Cascadia Eye is pleased to announce the winners of our
20th annual $1,000 “Excellence in Education” scholarships,
which are awarded to high school senior students in 1)
Skagit/North Snohomish County, 2) Whatcom County, and
3) Coupeville/Oak Harbor/Island County. Over 60 students
applied. Winners are: Nicole Hulst, Sedro-Woolley High
School; Thomas Buy, Home Connection; and Hilary
Greenwood, Bellingham High School.

Community supports student-athletes at SVC Athletic
Auction

Skagit Valley College (SVC) hosted its 19th annual Athletic
Auction on May 14 and raised more than $104,000 in
support of student-athletes and the athletics program at
SVC.

More than 150 people attended the auction which was
held in the Dave Duvall Pavilion. The SVC Culinary program
created the menu, which was prepared by students.
Students and instructors from the SVC Cardinal Craft Brew
Academy served craft brew made by students.

Many local businesses supported the auction including
the Event Underwriter: Baird Private Wealth Management.
Gold sponsors included: SaviBank and Dimensional
Communications, Inc. Silver sponsors included: Banner
Bank, Dwayne Lane’s Auto Family, Halgren Orthodontics,
Northwest Physical Therapy, Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians,
Tepic Mexican Restaurant, TRICO, WaFd Insurance Group,
and the 1991 SVC Men’s Soccer Team. Bronze sponsors
included: Piazza, Andrew and Michele Fitzgerald, Bob’s
Burgers and Brew, Burgermaster, Coconut Kenny’s,
Hampton Inn and Suites, Hawthorne Funeral Home and
Memorial Park, Baird and Russell Team of John L. Scott,
Nelson Automotive Group, and Spane Buildings.

For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements
Send your announcements to
Jeremy@mountvernonchamber.com



http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements
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Thank You Renewing Members

30+ Years
Kaptein's Ace Hardware
Mount Vernon Building Center

25+ Years
Pacific Party Canopies, Inc.

20+ Years
Costco Wholesale Burlington
#662

15+ Years
Rouw Insurance Services
Steam Hosting

10+ Years

Ackermann Electric Co.

Christianson's Nursery

Craft Stove

Ductvac Northwest

Gateway Automotive and
Transmission

Goodwinds Composites

JP Automotive

Save On Storage

State Farm Insurance - Brad
Methner

State Farm Insurance- Carol

Lawson

PUGET
SOUND
ENERGY

5+ Years

Camp Korey

Learned Commercial, Inc.

Little Mountain Laser

Roosevelt Dental Center of
Skagit County

Skagit Cycle Center

Less than 5 Years

Absolute Plumbing

Guild Mortgage, The Griffin
Group

Infinity Renovations And
Painting

Julia Phillip Realty

La Catrina Tacos & Tequila

Legal Technician Office of Lee A.

Halpin

Minuteman Press

Revival Lounge

Testing and Commissioning
Services, LLC

Thryv

VibrantUSA

Ambassadors

Chair - Liz Theaker

Camp Korey

Betsy Anorbe

Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Mitch Britt

Bold Eye Media

Susan Cooper

Susan Cooper

Ector DeLeon

Tulip Valley Winery
Sarah Eckenrode

CPI Plumbing & Heating

Joley Garner

WAFD Insurance Group, Inc.
Carol Harris
PrimeLending

Crystal King

NW Technology

Joel Pasek

SERVPRO

Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &

Escrow

Tammy Reim-Ledbetter

Alaska USA

Phil Thornley

Primerica

Clarissa Wong

Caliber Home Loans

DIMENSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS, INE.

40 Years of Innovation, Craftsmanship and Customer Service
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Your Single Source for Telephone, Data,
Audio/Video, Networking Systems and Services

1220 Anderson Road * Mount Vernon, WA 98274 « 360.424.6164 « Dimensional.net
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Welcome New Members

Alpha Home Health and Hospice

Josh Mayer

(425) 357-1790

2021 E. College Way, Ste. 201

Mount Vernon
alphahomehealthhospice.com

Alpha Home Health is the only 5-star rated
agency in Skagit County. We offer RN, PT, OT,
SLP, MSW and Bath Aid services which are
covered by Medicare at 100% with a referral
from a doctor.

Consejo Counseling and Referral Service
Mario Paredes

(360) 763-5595

1601 E. College Way
Mount Vernon
consejocounseling.org
Consejo is an outpatient behavioral health
bilingual organization founded in 1978. We

CONSEJO
Counseling and Referral Service

provide mental health, substance use disorder,
domestic violence and sexual assault services

to individuals, families and communities in
Western Washington utilizing an

interdependent treatment model that enables
clients to learn new skills to better their lives at

their highest level of functioning.

May Upbeat Award Winner is Liz Theaker

Liz Theaker, director of development for Camp Korey, was named May’s Upbeat
Award winner. She was nominated by April’s Upbeat Award winner, David Lukov
of Kern Funeral Home. Here is what he had to say about Liz:

“When we think of an Upbeat Award winner, we usually think of someone who is
outgoing and boisterous. But this month’s award winner is someone happy to

The Hair Republic

Lorena Lara

(360) 982-2509

1600 E. College Way #E

Mount Vernon
sunsational-hair-and-more.square.site

We are a full-service family salon offering
everything from haircuts to color, waxing, lash
extensions, etc. We strive to stay current with
the latest trends and perfect the classics.

Law Office of Hector Leal

(425) 449-2405 K\IA

415 Pine St. A
Mount Vernon Law Office of Hector Leal
Law Office of Hector Leal provides legal
services to the public with emphasis on
criminal trial work. | am fully bilingual in the

Spanish language and will be a legal resource
for our Latino community.

work and live behind the scenes. Liz has a knack of providing a nurturing spirit to

so many people within our community.

“Liz has a military background, having retired from the U.S. Navy nearly 20 years
ago. Since an honorable discharge, she has focused her work in the non-profit
world, most recently devoting her time to Camp Korey. Liz also currently serves as
the chairperson for the Chamber’s Ambassador program.”


http://alphahomehealthhospice.com/
http://consejocounseling.org/
http://sunsational-hair-and-more.square.site/
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The month in pictures
Mount Vernon brings home the trophy!

Mount Vernon brought home the trophy at the
fourth annual Battle of the Bridge golf tournament.

Arrest the Mess!

Cops

» I -
y
Junk and Clutter Removal X
360-632-6169
www.TheClutterCops.com »

The Noon Connections group toured member The Morning Connections group's first in-person
business Clutter Cops. meeting took place at member business Tucker
Realty - ERA Powered.

i

|

June's Membership Luncheon took place at Skagit
Gardens, with lunch catered by Skagit Landing. LBL wraps up the 2021-2022 season.
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White Branches celebrates ribbon cutting

White  Branches, a unique
tearoom, retail shop and cabaret,
celebrated its opening with a
ribbon cutting last month. You can
find White Branches upstairs from
Il Ganaio in the Grainery building.

BRONZE LEGACY

rEenow PNCALEER (K

Anderson “ E
Podiatry i D_IRL( TORIES £ ==LINE
TOOT & ANKLE CLINIC CONSEJIO
T CASCADES JOB CORPS c » DWAYNE LANE'S i @
|LJ| COLLEGE & CAREER ACADEMY w o —— AUTO FAMILY —— A
——— CAREERS BEGIN HERE plumbing & heating Gonzalez Gigis Heritage Wealth Advisors
Lawn Care Ameriprise Private Wealth Advisory Practice
v
L. Hilltop Pharmacy Emoozvncﬁl?lace v@ , LES SCHWAB
Burlington Law Office of Hector Leal
Northwest
NaturalCare X PeaceHealth P COP}SE ,B,E}I,}lf 55(219\? cm@ W
& JAPANESE STEAK HOUSE
& SUSHI BAR
|05 @& /i
| e WYCOFF ;
o 103.3
SaviBaNk sy aGl7 I‘ﬂ*ﬂ?ﬁﬁm wly o &

el

ORTHOPEDICS &
SPORTS MEDICINE

For more information, visit:

skagitregionalhealth.org
/orthopedics

WITHOUT HESITATION ¢
m Sléa%nal A healthy body is a body in motion.

Health



https://www.skagitregionalhealth.org/programs-services/orthopedics
http://www.whitebranches.com/

Want quick
access to cash for

your changing
business needs?

Check out our QuickStep™ Term Loan.

When it comes to business success, timing is key. So if the time is right to purchase new
equipment or expand your current business needs, we can help you do it in stride. Our QuickStep
Term Loan offers a streamlined application and underwriting process to give you quick access to
cash for your unigue business needs, whether it be equipment financing or fixed assets.

For a limited time, you can take advantage of our Equipment Loan promotion:

 Fixed rates as low as 4.85% for up to 5 years
» Financing available from $5,000 to $1 Million
¢ 20% down payment required

* Loan secured by fixed asset(s)

To learn more or apply:
Talk to your banker below or call us at 800-272-9933. We're here to support your
success, and look forward to helping your company expand, retool and grow.

Fixed assets do not include accounts receivable or inventory financing. $250 loan fee. $150
documentation fee. Rate includes a 1.00% discount for auto-pay from a Banner Bank Business
checking account. Maximum business credit limits, which includes current balances, not to exceed
S1 Million of Banner Bank business loans, including commercial credit cards. Rate available only for
new QuickStep loans. Available for applications submitted June 6 through July 29, 2022.

Alicia Johnson

Branch Manager

Mt Vernon - College Way Branch
360-848-1100
ajohnson@bannerbank.com

bannerbank.com

Member FDIC O NG

ND!
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Fiber Internet for Condos & A

Apartments

iy MOUNT VERNO NOastingion

e |ower pricing and quality Speeds up to a Gigabit

service means Higher
Occupancy Rates!

e Elevator phones, Kiosk
parcel storage, HVAC are

Affordable TV

24 hour Support
100 MBPS Upload
Telephone Services

Locally owned

& operated

available!

e Common area WiFi

e Turnover is lower when value
is High!

Fiber Optic Speeds
Friendly help
Month to Month

1. Get the services you want: Pick your Internet speed, add Phone, Fax, and TV if
you like. Our process is seamless for making changes... That’s PogoZone!

2. If you have older infrastructure and don’t know how the owner will consider
spending thousands of dollars on new wiring? Think PogoZone!

3. Saving time and money while upgrading services for your tenants? PogoZone!

AND...
We can make your infrastructure run circles around our competition and usually on
your existing wiring! We are PogoZone!

,OZTV 7 4

Live. On Demand. Stream.

Phones & Fax

Internet speed 100/100 HD pZTV Service Solutions
Starting at Starting at Starting at
$49.95/month $34.95/month $24.95/month

Contact us for more information
(360) 676-8772 - Option 3 (sales)

Sales@Pogozone.com

Visit PogoZone.com or scan QR code .

SCAN ME




Thinking about

for your business?

www.SunridgeMedia.com

Affordable video production
for your online advertising
and business needs.

Exclusively serving
Skagit and
Island Counties.

CONTACT US: 1-360-483-5684 or info@SunridgeMedia.com




