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By Andy Mayer President/CEO

Haste Ye Back is a Scottish expression meaning something like
hurry back or you’re always welcome. But before I get accused of
cultural appropriation I had better explain where I’m coming from,
literally.

Having a test of one’s DNA is increasingly popular, but I never
really felt the need to do so. After all, I knew what my ancestry
was. And the tests are $75 or so. But I did have our dogs tested
which was quite amusing. When I mentioned that to Jeremy, he
suggested my priorities might be a little suspect, which seemed
true when I thought about it. So, I took the DNA test. The results
revealed something of which I was completely unaware. I am 25%
Scottish!

Given my new knowledge of my lineage, I am learning what it
means to be Scottish. And whether you are Scottish or not, you
can experience the process with me. The easiest and most fun
way is to attend the 27th Annual Skagit Valley Highland Games
this weekend, July 8th, and 9th, at Edgewater Park in Mount
Vernon. Highlights include bagpipers, pipe bands and other
traditional music, Scottish athletic events, Scottish Highlands
dancing, food and much more. There is merchandise as well,
including kilts I would imagine. I don’t think I’ve earned the right to
wear one yet, being a Scottish newbie and all, but I’m working on
it.

I hope to see you there!
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Thank You Renewing Members
30+ Years 
Pape Machinery AG and Turf

25+ Years 
Mount Vernon Building Center

15+ Years 
Goodwinds Composites
Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton

10+ Years 
AAA Washington
Ackermann Electric Co.
Christianson's Nursery
Craft Stove
Gateway Automotive and Transmission
Heritage Financial Group, Inc.

10+ Years
HF Sinclair
Ken's Hairstyling
Larson Gross, CPAs & Consultants
Showcase Your Shine with Rebecca P. Murray

5+ Years 
All About Hearing
Dwayne Lane's Auto Family
La Conner Channel Lodge
NW Technology
PogoZone
Roosevelt Dental Center of Skagit County
Skagit Cycle Center
Sound Beverage Distributors, Inc.
Txley

Less than 5 Years 
Avalon Golf Links

Battle of the Bridge Golf Tournament August 25
It’s time to fine tune your golf game, or at least dust off your clubs, for the fifth
annual Battle of the Bridge Golf Tournament, pitting the Mount Vernon and
Burlington chambers against each other for bragging rights and a nice trophy!

The 2023 tournament takes place Friday, August 25, at the Avalon Golf Links,
with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. Sign up a four-player team for $700 or as a single
player for $175. Registration includes green fees, a golf cart, lunch from
Applebee's, dinner from Avalon Golf Links, and a whole lot of fun! Find the
registration sheet on page 9 of this newsletter. 

We have limited sponsorship opportunities available below. Contact Jeremy Kindlund, Operations Director
with any questions at 360- 428-8547 or Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com.

Hole Sponsors - Set up at a Hole:                                          $350                   
Set up a tent at the hole of your choice (based on availability) 
Sign at hole (provided by the chamber) 
Company name on printed and digital marketing materials
Logo with a link to your website on Burlington-Chamber.com and MountVernonChamber.com
 
Tee Sponsors:                                                                         $200                   
Sign (provided by the chamber) at a tee of your choice (based on availability) 
Company name on printed and digital marketing materials
Logo with a link to your website on Burlington-Chamber.com and MountVernonChamber.com

R E G I S T E R  Y O U R  
T E A M  H E R E
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I’ve worked for WAFD Bank for almost 5 years. The last year I’ve become
more involved with the Mount Vernon Chamber than I ever imagined I
would be. From a networking perspective—WOW! It’s so much more
enjoyable to talk and network with other small business owners than to try
to make those connections on your own. When you talk to a fellow
business person, you are talking to like minded individuals: everybody is
trying to grow their business and help one another out. I’m a member of
one of the referrals groups that is one of Silvia’s many projects. We meet
twice a month and take time to learn about each other’s businesses and
how we can help each other grow. As a business and personal community
member, it’s encouraging to see how many people are willing to support
local and in turn, grow our local economy. Since I’ve been more involved
with the Mount Vernon Chamber, I’ve grown tremendously as a person as
well as a business professional thanks to my fellow Chamber members’
encouragement and leadership. 

Ribbon Cutting at Investor Productions 
Friday, July 21 
5 p.m. 
225 1st St 
Mount Vernon 

Biz Buzz Networking Luncheon 
Wednesday, July 26
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Hillcrest Lodge
1717 S 13th St
Mount Vernon 
Register here

Chinook Enterprises Open House
Thursday, July 27
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
2026 N LaVenture Rd
Mount Vernon 

Chamber Connections Referral Program Open House
Thursday, July 13
1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Abel Lodge Sons of Norway #29
21098 Second St. Conway
Register here

Multi-Chamber After Hours at Majestic Inn & Spa
Thursday, July 13
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
419 Commercial Ave
Anacortes 
Register here

Susan Cooper Celebration of Life  
Friday, July 14 
2:00 p.m. 
McIntyre Hall

Calendar of Events
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Members Reveal Positive Return on Investment

Natalie Zavala
Washington Federal 
(360) 424-4440

https://www.goskagit.com/
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/biz-buzz-networking-luncheon-07-26-2023-17948
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-connections-referral-program-open-house-22710
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/multi-chamber-after-hours-tickets-661425560657


Mecca's Mark LLC
Danny Mecca  
(406) 202-3620
www.meccasmark.com
Mount Vernon
In the market to add new flooring tiles, shower tiles, or
backsplashes to your home? Maybe it’s one of those
things you’ve wanted to tackle for a while, but just
haven’t gotten around to yet. Whatever it is you’re
looking for, Mecca’s Mark has you covered.

Sahara Pizza
Alex Daniel 
(360) 424-2000
www.saharapizza.com
2323 E Section St Unit 150 
Mount Vernon
The hottest place in town for all your pizza needs. It is our
mission to serve our customers the finest gourmet pizza,
pasta, wings and grinders in a fast and friendly manner.
Pick up or delivery. 

Investor Productions
Cole Smidt
(303) 946-4831
www.investorproductions.com
Mount Vernon
Investor Productions is a video production company that
is dedicated to manifesting the vision of your company.
We will establish the foundations of what your brand
represents and establish immediate authority in your
industry.

Jed Holmes Realtor - The Muljat Group 
Jed Holmes
(360) 225-1458
www.livebellinghamnow.com
2900 Meridian St 
Bellingham 
Whatcom and Skagit-based realtor whose team motto is
''we do real estate differently''. I strive to create lasting
relationships through transparency, honesty and
integrity.
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Welcome New Members 
 

2023 Riverwalk Summer Concert Series

July 13 - The Atlantics
July 20 - The Enthusiasts
July 27 - Levi Ware
August 3 - Fantasy Band

August 10 – Eden
August 17 - Pacific Twang
August 24 - Chris Eger Band and the Powerhouse Horns
August 31 - Mama Dirty Skirt

Thank you sponsors! 

Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Skagit Riverwalk Plaza

https://www.meccasmark.com/


For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements

Send your announcements to
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com

Chair - Brian Ivie
Skagit Regional Health
Vice Chair - Flora Lucatero
Children of the Valley
Past Chair - Bill Henkel
Community Action of Skagit County
Treasurer - Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Global Credit Union 
Member at-large - Diane Fox
All About Hearing

Viry Delgado
COA Mexican Eatery  
Mike Distelhorst
Skagit Publishing 
Peter Donovan
City of Mount Vernon 
Matt Gill
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Robert Knoll
Puget Sound Energy 
David Lukov 
Kern Funeral Home
Andrew Miller
Tulip Valley Farms 
Julia Phillip 
Julia Phillip Realty
Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center
Jon Ronngren
Mount Vernon School District
Liz Theaker
Camp Korey
Tony White
Skagit Valley Food Co-op

STAFF
Andy Mayer President/CEO 
Silvia Reed Business Development and 
Foundation Director 
Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director  
Marinus Rouw, Bob Johnson & 
Julie Newkirk  
Visitor Information Services
 

Board of Directors
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Skagit Valley Tulip Festival seeks 
Executive Director

Member Announcements

The Tulip Festival has begun recruiting for a new Executive
Director. Candidates can submit interest via cover letter
and resume to the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival hiring
committee by email at TulipFestivalBoard@gmail.com.
You can find the ED job description here.

Dink for a Difference- Pickleball Fundraiser benefiting
children, youth, and families

 

On Friday, August 4th from 5-8 pm, Youthnet will be
holding its first ever Annual Dink for a Difference pickleball
fundraiser!

Your involvement will help steward the development of
hope and healing through the ongoing services each of our
programs provides for local children, youth, and families in
Western Washington.

Registration link- https://youthnetnw.net/news-events/dink-
for-a-difference/

http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements
https://www.dropbox.com/.../Tulip-Festival-ED-Job...
http://youthnetnw.net/programs-services/
https://youthnetnw.net/news-events/dink-for-a-difference/


Ambassadors
 

Chair - Liz Theaker
Camp Korey

Betsy Anorbe
Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Marla Chapa
Skagit Social

Susan Cooper
Susan Cooper

Rick Donovan
Kona Ice of Skagit County

Ector DeLeon
Tulip Valley Winery

Joley Garner
WAFD Insurance Group, Inc.

Carol Harris 
PrimeLending

Jaime Huss
Washington Federal 

Crystal King
NW Technology
Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &
Escrow

Tammy Reim-Ledbetter 
Alaska USA
Tony Salas

Eden Home Health
Clarissa Wong

CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC
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June in Pictures

Ribbon Cutting at 
Made and Found Market

Multi-Chamber After Hours at
Community Action of Skagit County

BRONZE LEGACY 

Speaking of Women Series at
Willowbrook Manor

Membership Luncheon 

Ribbon Cutting at 
Skagit Symphony

Ribbon Cutting at
The Skagit Table



June we delivered the last session of a very successful 2022-2023 Latino Business Leaders program. We
are taking a break in July to get ready to launch the 2023-2024 program in August. Thanks to the support of
our generous sponsors and partners, the program was delivered free of charge and welcomed an average
of 40-50 participants per session. We outgrew the conference room at the Chamber office and moved to our
new location at the Skagit Station. Our presenters did a phenomenal job delivering content that ranged from
setting up a business plan, obtaining a business license, working with Labor & Industries and building a
marketing strategy.  

In partnership with the SCORE Bellingham Chapter, we provided one-on-one business consultations to
about 35 start-up businesses. Although most of our Latino entrepreneurs are from Skagit County, it has
been very rewarding to see new entrepreneurs coming from Whatcom, Snohomish, King and even Pierce
County who have found the program to be valuable and in many cases instrumental in their success. 

We have received excellent feedback from our Latino Business Leaders participants, which has allowed the
program to continue growing and serving the needs of our community. 

The 2023-2024 is launching this August. If you are interested in partnering with the Mount Vernon Chamber
Foundation by sponsoring either the monthly sessions or socials and networking events, please contact
Silvia Reed (360) 395-2944 | Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com
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Latino Business Leaders 
a year in review

Partner Members
Allstate - Mayra Nava Agency, Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC, Best Western PLUS, Skagit Valley Inn, Birch

Equipment Co., Budget Towing & Repair, Coastal Farm & Ranch, Costco Wholesale, D&P Electronic
Home Monitoring, Farmers Insurance Tory Charette Agency, Foothills Toyota, Fortiphi, Haggen Food &
Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Infinity Painting & Renovations, Kern Funeral Home, Landed Gentry

Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Max Dale's Steak and Chop House,  Mount Vernon School
District, North Coast Credit Union, Northwest Escrow, LLC, Pacific Premier Bank, PogoZone, Port of
Skagit, Puget Sound Energy, SERVPRO, Skagit Public Utility District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort,

Skagit Valley College, Skagit Regional Health, Tacos Tecalitlan, Testing and Commissioning Services,
LLC, Walmart, WECU, White Branches, Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs

https://connect.thrivent.com/shawn-steffens/
mailto:Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com















