Honoring
the
Architect

“We wanted it to be
the only house of

its kind.” HI
g

AFTER

— Entire House $250,000 to $500,000—



Honoring the
Architect

The primary cbjective for these
homeowners was to restore
and update this architect-
designed, mid-century medern
gem, while staying faithful to its
timeless character. Originally
designed in 1962 and built by
the architect as a personal
residence at the edge of the
Mississippi, the home was now

in disrepair. Even so, they saw
tremendous potential in making
it an architectural marriage of
old and new.
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4 Client Godls:
Main floor—Re-design kitchen, owners' suite, hall

| ‘ bathroom; lower-level wet bar, bath & sauna; Update

entryway and kitchen flooring with Terrazzo, add

recessed lighting, and remove popcorn ceiling

texture throughout.

Lower-level—Re-design bathroom and create sauna,
which was imagined but never built by the

owner/architect; create wet bar/kitchenette and
laundry closet.
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LOWER LEVEL
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LOWER LEVEL
SCALE: 1/8" = 10"

LOWER PLAN @ 3/16"
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'- wrl'hou-i' adeguate support to the foundation. Urgent
redesign and city approval was needed to minimize delays.

W materials in which were either in poor condition or water

S¢ .i. damaged proved to be more problematic than usual.

.- L ba-rhroom below. A giant 300 lbs. &-foot commercial wek,

¥ ‘ehzs range hood and roof vent from the kitchen had to be

carefully removed.

TERRAZZO FLOCRING. Creating/Installing terrazzo
" floor in the entryway and kitchen encountered design and

. structural problems with the floor support system.
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REMODEL CHALLENGES

MAIN LEVEL BATHS. The owners’ bathroom had been
poorly updated with a low-guality vanity and epoxy
countertop, which resembled partidlly digested seafood on
a sea of Pepto-Bismol. Ice dams had caused significant
water damage to the ceiling and exterior walls. The hall
bathroom had a tiny shower and tradition-style,

) freestanding vanity.

WET BAR. Like the sauna, the wet bar/kitchenette had
been imagined by the architect, but never redlized, and
needed to utilize recovered cabinetry from the kitchen.

LOWER-LEVEL BATH & SAUNA. Planned but never
readlized, the bathroom space needed reconfiguring to
accommodate the sauna, and maintain functionality and

" 2C code-compliance.

7~ LAUNDRY. The laundry had been relocated into the utility

! s
Ol NG, N AN Ly W RN
f T, N Y VN S N M\ .

. room with @ 54” ceiling height under the split-entry floor
‘“sysTem. It was dark and claustrophoebic.




AFTER THE REMODEL

Different’ and 'new' is relatively easy. Doing something that's
genuinely better is very hard. JonaTHan Ve




SALVAGED ITEMS. We carefully removed doors,

cabinets, and the owners’ bathroom sink. We painstakingly
disassembled, stripped, and restored each item to like-new
condition AND repurposed them in the lower-level wet bar.

AESTHETIC & FUNTIONALITY
IMPROVEMENTS

STRUCTURAL. Working with building officials, we built an

exterior wall, bearing on the existing brick ledge, to \
support the existing exterior wall and framed for new

WET BAR / KITCHENETTE. A mix of restored kitchen
cabinetry and new custom cabinetry, floating shelves with
integrated lighting, and waterfalled countertops fulfills the
original vision of the architect. Tile flooring was chosen
throughout the new lower-level spaces to provide durable
integration to the back yard and patio spaces.

siovsm

window openings. Spray foam was installed in problem
areas of the roof system.




.
AESTHETIC & FUNTIONALITY
IMPROVEMENTS

KITCHEN. We abserbed the original laundry space,
converted swing doors to pocket doors, designed custom
cabinetry, and incorporated a dinette honoring views to the _
river. Two wall ovens, an induction cooktop, over-sized,

fridge & freezer, two wine fridges, mixer lift, abundant

‘ ‘ | i storage, and expansive counter space give the owners a

= highly functional space they sought. Attention to details
like dadoes on the cabinet pulls elevate the aesthetics to a
a whole new level.
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AESTHETIC & FUNTIONALITY

IMPROVEMENTS

| MAIN LEVEL BATHS. In the owners’ bathroom, we
eliminated the door dividing the toilet and shower and
relocated/converted the swing door to a pocket door,
gaining significant usable space. A custom vanity, hidden
medicine cabinet and passthrough shelving, heated
soaking tub, in-floor heat, and smart toilet turned this
space a private spa. By reconfiguring the entryways to
. the hall bathroom and bedroom, we added enough space
to create a luxurious 24 bath with curbless shower and
floating vanity. The custom medicine cabinet added
lighting, storage, and the timeless character specified by
" the homeowners.




AESTHETIC & FUNTIONALITY
IMPROVEMENTS

LOWER-LEVEL BATH & SAUNA. By relocating transit
heat and designing an integrated sauna/shower, we
created a classic, 24 bathroom/spa within the existing
footprint. A glass wall divides the curbless shower from
the White Aspen sauna. The salvaged sink and pink

wallpaper dlign perfectly with the period.
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AESTHETIC & FUNTIONALITY
IMPROVEMENTS

LAUNDRY. An unused niche between the werkout room
and sauna perfectly houses the new laundry closet.




